Spinal muscular atrophy.
Spinal muscular atrophies (SMA) are characterized by degeneration of lower motor neurons associated with muscle paralysis and atrophy. Childhood SMA is a common recessive autosomal disorder and represents one of the most common genetic causes of death in childhood. The pathophysiology remains unknown, and no curative treatment is available so far. The last 10 years have seen major advances in the field of SMA, which are starting points towards understanding the SMA pathogenesis and developing therapeutic strategies for this devastating neurodegenerative disease.